Table S1. The Tukey’s q statistic calculated for each pair of OTCs medicines group means at a = 0.05,
with number of groups (k) = 8 and the degrees of freedom = 30. Where the q value is shown in bold
this indicates a significant difference, i.e. q statistic value > q critical (4.601).

Groups of comparative medicines q statistic of trace elements concentration
As Cd Pb Hg
Paracetamol from UK Vs Paracetamol KSA 2.904 0.270 0.703 0.747
Paracetamol from KSA Vs Paracetamol India 3.057 0.704 1.103 0.972
Paracetamol from UK Vs Paracetamol India 0.676 0.299 1.750 0.014
Cough syrup UK Vs Paracetamol India 0.746 0.936 0.764 1.376
Cough syrup UK Vs Paracetamol KSA 3.486 0.085 1.655 2.022
Cough syrup UK Vs Paracetamol UK 0.126 0.369 2.212 0.950
Cough syrup UK Vs Cough syrup KSA 0.054 0.112 2.889 0.286
Cough syrup UK Vs Cough syrup India 1.210 0.015 1.701 2.885
Cough syrup KSA Vs Cough syrup India 1.220 0.115 1.583 2.725
Cough syrup KSA Vs Paracetamol India 0.726 1.106 2.340 1.137
Cough syrup KSA Vs Paracetamol KSA 3.554 0.183 0.765 1.843
Cough syrup KSA Vs Paracetamol UK 0.169 0.460 0.124 0.761
Cough syrup India Vs Paracetamol UK 0.992 0.409 1.186 1.014
Cough syrup India Vs Paracetamol KSA 2.861 0.107 0.421 0.157
Cough syrup India Vs Paracetamol India 0.459 1.128 0.983 1.572
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Ibuprofen/Profen KSA 0.026 3.233 1.379 1.755
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Paracetamol UK 0.089 3.761 0.146 1.181
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Paracetamol KSA 3.002 3.850 0.863 2.042
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Paracetamol India 0.787 4.989 1.932 1.488
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Cough syrup UK 0.233 4.126 2.386 0.462
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Cough syrup KSA 0.279 4.145 0.303 0.686
Ibuprofen/Profen UK Vs Cough syrup India 1.107 4.446 1.375 2.540
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Paracetamol UK 0.124 0.887 1.219 0.460
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Paracetamol KSA 3.386 0.690 0.577 0.321
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Paracetamol India 0.949 1.520 0.421 0.593
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Cough syrup UK 0.299 0.686 1.010 1.663
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Cough syrup KSA 0.355 0.613 1.431 1.473
Ibuprofen/Profen KSA Vs Cough syrup India 1.339 0.749 0.295 0.555




